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SAA WA BRANCH CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO MEMBERS 

 

 

To all our Members and families on behalf of the Branch I want to wish all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year.  May you all enjoy your break, the company of friends and family and have a peaceful and stress free 

Christmas. Let’s make 2013 a great, prosperous and healthy New Year. 

 

2012 CHRISTMAS BARBECUE 

The Branch Christmas Barbecue was held at the Rockingham Naval Club on Sunday 2nd December commencing at 

1100 with a brief meeting chaired by the President Sid Czabotar who gave a run-down of the Branches activities for 

2012.  Thirty Three members and their families (the best attended function all year) attended the Barbecue with the 

Branch putting on a bar tab of $250.   

 

Enjoying Lunch complete with Christmas Trimmings 



 

The weather was perfect, the table was set complete with Christmas trimmings and all who attended enjoyed a 

barbecue of steak, sausages, Chicken Kebabs, various salads, Pavlova, Cheese Cake and Fruit Mince Slice.  Santa 

Sid turned up and gave out lollies to all the good persons who attended.   

 

They said they were good boys 

The company was great, the food was delicious and all who attended had an enjoyable time.  A raffle was held with 

first prize as usual Pussers Rum as well as many donated prizes from the members who attended ensuring that all 

families went home with at least one prize.  Many thanks for all who assisted in making the function a success such as 

Peter and Alison O’Donohue, Jack and Pat Warner, Sid and Lynn Czabotar, Leonie Oxley Naomi at the Bar and Brian 

Gibson on the Barbecue.  All provided or organised the food, made deserts and or helped out on the day.  Special 

thanks to our scrooge treasurer John Rana for the bar tab. 

 

 

Alison, Leonie, Lynn and Pat in the Kitchen 

 

 



COMMITTAL OF ASHES SERVICE 

On Wednesday 12 December the ashes of our late Patron and SAA WA Branch Member LCDR Max Shean RANVR 

his wife Mary and SAA WA Branch Member CPOMTPSM Peter Clark were committed to the sea onboard HMAS 

DECHAINEUX in Gage Roads just north of Fremantle Harbour.  

 

 

Commander James Lybrand RAN preparing to commit the Ashes 

The weather in Perth on the day was windy and wet, but for the duration of the transit to the boat and service, the sun 

shone, the wind stopped and seas calmed down until we left the boat for the return transit to Fremantle when the 

heavens opened. 

The service was attended by members of the Shean Family, daughters Ruth Shean and Heather Chopping, Peter 

Nevard (Ruth’s Cousin) and Grandson Simon Chopping and for the Clark family wife Julie Clark and children Jaqui 

and Nic Clark.  Peter O’Donohue and John (Buster) Keating and Sid Czabotar attended by invitation of the families. 

 

 

Crew members Julie and Jaqui Clark and Peter O’Donohue 



 

The Commanding Officer Commander James Lybrand, Naval Chaplain Steve Gunter and the crew of HMAS 

DECHAINEUX provided a dignified and moving service which was a tribute to Max, Mary and Peter and their Families.  

The ashes were scattered via a black tube extending from the casing and were contained in Black cylinders complete 

with the submarine service insignia.  It is understood that the tube and cylinders were made by the Commanding 

Officer and his crew.  

 

 

HMAS DECHAINEUX ASHES TUBE 

The service was conducted by Naval Chaplain Steve Gunter; Eulogies were given by the Commanding Officer 

Commander James Lybrand RAN for Max, Mary and Peter. Julie Clark spoke on behalf of Peter and Jaqui Clark read 

a poem and the Naval Chaplain Steve Gunther read the poem “Crossing the Bar” on behalf of the Shean Family. 

 

 

 

Committal of Ashes Service onboard HMAS DECHAINEUX 

 



On completion of the service, lunch was provided in the Control attended by the families and selected members of the 

crew. 

 

John (Buster) Keating, Ruth Shean, Peter Nevard and Heather Chopping 

 

Our appreciation goes to the Defence Community Officer LCDR Brian Froome RAN, Naval Chaplain Steven Gunther, 

the Commander James Lybrand and the crew of the HMAS DECHAINEUX for the arrangement and conduct of a 

wonderful service, Kindness and hospitality shown to all attending the Committal of Ashes Service. 

The service was a fitting conclusion to the lives and remembrance of three wonderful people. 

 

 

 

Sid Czabotar 

President SAA (WA BRANCH) 

 


