
 

 

 

 

SUBMARINES ASSOCIATION AUSTRALIA 

WEST AUSTRALIAN BRANCH 

CENTENARY OF AUSTRALIAN SUBMARINES 

1914-2014 

 

 

1 
 

 

SAA (WA) JUNE NEWSLETTER 
 

PRESIDENTS REMARKS 

 

 As president I am finding it very difficult to remain enthusiastic in the running of the SAA (WA 

Branch). The Western Australian Branch has a hard working committee trying to run an organisation which 

is reluctant to participate in Branch activities.  We have a membership which is close to 120 members; we 

only hold 3 General meetings and an Annual general meeting.  We alternate our meetings and social 

functions between Rockingham and Fremantle to be fair to people both North and South of the river. We 

still can’t get enough people to our meetings for a minimum quorum of 10 people and socially at our last 

function we only had 8 people attend (4 ex – WEOOs and our wives). Thank you to the few who attend the 

meetings and to those who make the effort to advise their no attendance.  This accounts for approximately 

20 % of our membership. On the bright side we had good attendances at the ANZAC Day and 

Remembrance Day Services. Twelve WA members with wives are attending, SUBCON 2013 in Townsville on 

the Australian June Public Holiday weekend. 

 The WA branch has been working tirelessly in conjunction with the Submarine Squadron and 

Submarine Institute of Australia in arranging the programme, venues, accommodation and visits for next 

year’s Subcon100.  A presentation with costs and details will be made at the AGM both in Townsville and 

our AGM in WA. 

 

OUR AGM IS ON SUN 14TH JUL 2013 COMMENCING AT 1100 FOLLOWED BY SELF CATERING LUNCH AT THE 

NAVY CLUB FREMANTLE.  PLEASE MARK THIS ON YOUR CALENDAR. 

 

 I want to thank the executive for their contribution and work for our branch. I want to thank Paul 

who has done a lot of work as Secretary of the Branch but also as the National Co-Ordinator for the 

Centenary Events as well as managing the acquisition of Memorial/Monuments/Plaques. Thanks Paul for 

your great work. John “Buster” Keating is also worthy of a mention as he is doing a sterling job as the 

branches Advocate and Welfare Officer. He has been heavily involved with our member’s activities in 

providing welfare and DVA advice.  Thanks Buster for all your efforts the help you have provided to our 

membership. 

 

WELFARE 

 Peter Russell is not well and has been admitted to the Hollywood Hospital. Hopefully he is on the 

way to recovery. Visitors are allowed from 3pm onwards, but please ring him first on the Hollywood 

Hospital Switchboard Phone No is 9346 6159; even a phone call would be helpful. 
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CENTENARY OF AUSTRALIAN SUBMARINES   

 Over the past few months we have been discussing with the SIA and COMSUB the activities 

planned for the Centenary of Australian Submarines activities both in the West and around Australia.  The 

committee consists of: 

 

Paul Meakin (National SAA Co-Ordinator) Darren Thompson (National SAA President) 
Sid Czabotar (SAA WA Branch President) John Rana (part time as National Treasurer) 
Peter Horobin (SIA National President) Steve Davies (SIA CEO) 
Commander Ken Marr RAN SUBFOR WO David Bates SUBFOR 
Sandra Devahasdin (SIA appointed PR Company) Lauren Kelly (Devahasdin PR Company) 
 Information on all national and local planned events is now available on the website 

http://www.aussubs100.com. 

 

 It was decided by the Committee that all Registrations for Functions in WA will be done on the SIA 

website with direct links to the SAA website. All facility bookings, tours and hotel accommodation will be 

co-ordinated by the SIA appointed Devahasdin PR Company and a Travel Agent.  The decision was based on 

the fact that using one company we would attract better rates.  It is not compulsory to book 

accommodation through the travel agent, but for all events and functions will be booked via travel agent 

and SIA registration site. Cost have not been finalised and will be advised when negotiated. 

 The WA Branch Committee for SUBCON100 consists of Sid Czabotar, Peter and Alison O’Donohue, 

Jack and Pat Warner, John Rana and Leonie Oxley, Ted and Sue Curr, Brian and Julie Gibson and Maxine 

Zwikielberg.  Please feel free to contact any of these members to suggest ideas for SUBCON activities and 

souvenirs.  

 

EVENTS 

PICNIC IN KINGS PARK 

 The picnic at Kings Park on 5 March was poorly attended and ended up as a WEEO’s convention 

who proudly called themselves a “Pride of WEEOs” who attended with their Lionesses.  WE(eos) all had a 

great time the whole 8 of us, due to the electrifying atmosphere.  

 

  
  The Pride of WEEOS       The Lionesses 

  (Sid, Peter, Paul, Ted)            (Kay, Enid, Sue and Lynn) 

 
WA ANZAC DAY 2013  
 ANZAC Day Started in the West with the WA Patron Commodore Bob Trotter AM RAN Rtd laying a 
wreath on behalf of the SAA at the dawn Service at Fremantle. The WA branch marched in Fremantle with 

http://www.aussubs100.com/
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our banner being carried by Submariners followed the President Sid Czabotar, the National President 
Darren Thompson, State Patron Commodore Bob Trotter AM RAN Rtd and by 31 members and family 
marching the streets of Fremantle on a warm and balmy day. After the march the ANZAC Day service was 
held on the Esplanade on Marine Parade where the ANZAC Day Address was given by Commander Mark 
Potter CSC RAN. Joining us marching this year was Ian Hill (Chippie) who took the opportunity to march 
with his son Michael (SMNMT) with his buddies in boats from WA. Ian’s son is based at HMAS Stirling and 
Ian had travelled from Yass NSW to meet his new granddaughter. We also welcomed into our ranks two 
new members Toff Iris and Bruce Newton who marched for the first time as SAA members. At the 
completion of the March we all retired to the Fremantle Rosie O’Grady’s where our members joined 
serving Submariners, the Submariners Association (Australia Branch) for a few inviting ales and lunch which 
included our obligatory Rum raffle which was won by a Submarine Part 3 Sailor. 
 
  

  
 

At The End Of The March Assembly At Completion Of March 
   
 

  
 

CPOCISSM Darren Thompson, Dale Titch Turner, 
Philip Hoskins, Ian Hill And SMNMT Michael Hill 

At Rosie O’Grady’s 

WA Members with Friends, 
At Rosie O’Grady’s 

 

USN SUBMARINERS MEMORIAL SERVICE 26 MAY 2013 

 The 2013 USN Submariners Memorial service was held on a very pleasant sunny and a rare 

windless Sunday morning in Albany on 25 May 2013. As a prelude to the service a number of 

representatives from the USN Submarine Service, the  RAN Submarine Service, the SAA(WA), the RN 

Submariners Association (Australia Branch),Submarine Institute of Australia (SIA) and wives, partners and 
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families took the opportunity to enjoy a two to three day break in Albany. After our travel down on Friday 

24 May 2013, most attended and enjoyed the Channels Night drinks at the Le Grande Motel to repeat oft 

told tall tales about past runs ashore embellished as the night wore on. 

 The daylight hours of Saturday 25 May 2013 were left for exploring, touring and shopping in Albany 

and the environs. In the evening a semi-formal dinner (with 36 in attendance) was held in the le Grand 

Motel and those attending included LCDR Zettel USN (the new USN exchange PSO Program Support 

Officer), with his wife Chantelle and two sons, CPO Shane Finck USN, PO John Robinson with Wife Kimberly 

and two daughters, Craig Werley who now works for Sonartech Atlas, CPO Steve Rule RAN with partner 

Kylie, Kath Pouleris accompanied by her daughter Reggie and friends Doreen and June. Special guests were 

the Widow of CRS Rick Ellam (late of the Royal Navy), Olwen Ellam and their daughter Fiona. CRS Rick Ellam 

died earlier this year and his family arranged through John Buster Keating to have his ashes scattered from 

a submarine. There were many other stalwarts who attended with their wives and families. 

 

  
Lynn Czabotar, Geoff and Jenny Arnold. Peter and 
Alison O'Donohue,  Fiona Burdett, Olwen Ellam, 

Betty and Babs 
 

Alan Thomas presenting Plaque to Olwen Ellam and 
Fiona Burdett 

 

 Joe the Manager of the Le Grande Motel put on a wonderful and tasty three course meal and 

provided red and white and sparkling wine for each table. Allan Thomas the social secretary of the RNSA , 

provided the “TOT “and his wife Pat and her friend Pat Hanlon sold the tickets for the Pusser’s Rum Raffle.  

I welcomed everyone especially the new and old guests from the USN and UK.  Allan also presented Olwen 

and Fiona with a Branch Crest (AB) crest.  A fun night was had by all. 

 On Sunday the US Submariners Memorial Service was held at the Princess Royal Fortress US 

Submarine memorial. The service was organised and managed by the Albany Shire and Co-ordinated by Jo 

Taylor. The Mayor, Dennis Wellington, Councillors, local dignitaries and Ex Service Clubs and local schools 

joined the USN, The RAN, the SAA (WA), RNSA and SIA Australia representatives for the Service. All those 

attending were officially welcomed by the Mayor Dennis Wellington and Master of Ceremonies Craig 

Botterly. The Service began with an opening prayer by the Anglican Priest father Edward Argyle, the raising 

of the Australian and American Flags with accompanying national anthems. A submariner’s poem called “A 

Submariners Poem to His Daughter” was read by the Great Southern Grammar School student, Miss 

Rekisha Satour. The Guest of Honour was LCDR Travis Zettel USN who gave the Formal Address.  In his 

speech he explained on why it mattered to continue these services 70 years after World War II had ended. 

His speech also honoured the memory and sacrifices of Ivor Charlick (who had attended the 2012 Service) 

and Rick Ellam both World War II RN Submarine veterans who had passed away in the past year.  The Bible 

reading was then given by TS Vancouver cadet LS Thomas Moroney ASC.  The very moving and sombre 
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“Tolling of the Bell” ceremony was conducted by CPO Shane Finck USN and PO John Robinson USN in 

remembrance of the Lost Submarines and the “Submariners still on Patrol”. Wreaths were then laid by Kath 

Pouleris and Doreen Andersen on behalf of the US Sub Veterans of World War II,  LCDR Travis Zettel on 

behalf of the USN, CPO Steve Rule on behalf of HMAS Waller, Sid Czabotar on behalf of the SAA and Mike 

Hanlon together with CRS Rick Allem's widow Olwen and his daughter Fiona on behalf of the RNSA  and 

Rick Ellam, Lloyd Blake on behalf of the SIA together with the Mayor Dennis Wellington on behalf of the 

Council and followed by school, dignitaries and Ex-Service Association representatives. The service was 

concluded with Naval Ode being recited by LCDR Travis Zettel USN followed by the Last Post and Reveille 

played by Student Miss Grace Cuddihy and the Submariners Prayer and Benediction by the RNSA Chaplain 

Bob Pitman. Morning Tea and refreshments were served on completion of the service. 

 

 

  
LCDR Travis Zettell – Formal address 

 
Kath Pouleris, CPO Shane Finck, CPO John Pouleris 

and Doreen Andersen leaving the USN Submariners 
Memorial 

 
 

  
USN Submariners Memorial Service Albany 

 
Olwen Ellam, Mike Hanlon And Fiona Burdett 

 
Signed 

Sid Czabotar 

President SAA (WA)  

2 June 2013 


